
 
 

 
 

 
Thank you very much in joining us in our latest horse purchase. We are very excited about its future 
and hopefully the racing gods are kind to us and it runs like the wind! 
 
What Happens Now? 
 
As we have just brought the equivalent in human years to an 8yr old there is a lot of education and 
training that will take place over the next 12 months or so. 
 
Step 1  
The first thing that will happen will be the horse is moved to its new home at Salomina Lodge in the 
Yarramalong Valley – approx. 5 minutes from the Wyong Racecourse. 
 
You must remember for most of these horses they have not long ago been taken away from their 
mother, so they will still very ‘new” and immature and for the last 12-14 weeks they have been 
brought into a stable environment and been hard feed plenty of protein and feed supplements to 
make them big and shiny for the sales. This is a taxing situation for all young horses and some handle 
it better than others. Therefore to “clear their heads” we bring them home and then turn them out 
some big rich paddocks full of natural feed and let them have a break from the past few weeks of 
stress and education. 
 
Some horses come home, and fret and others come and just power on and handle everything in 
their stride.  
 
Step 2 
For the horses that look more naturally mature they are identified and are the first lot of horses to 
be broken in by world renowned horse breaker in Tommy Pigeon. Tommy is genius with horse 
breaking and education. There is not a horse alive that Tommy can’t ride or break and by getting 
broken in by the best this really helps them later in life when it’s time to head to the trainers as 
education wise, they generally have a big head start. Generally, once the horse is “broken in” – so 
again not to mentally “fry” them they are given 4-6 weeks to further grow and develop. If the horse 
is physically immature, then they can be given up to 20 weeks off to let them develop. Bart 
Cummings once said, “the cheapest thing in racing is Patience- but it’s rarely used”. What he means 
here is often if you rush a horse mentally, they can often never return or never reach their peak, so 
we are always mindful of only doing as much as the horse can handle and the first signs of fatigue 
they are “put away” and looked after. At this stage they are still very immature and by not putting 
any pressure on their joints and body it allows them to strengthen up and be sounder more hardier 
horses. 
 
 
 



Step 3: 
Once they have returned from their breaking in spell– they then start doing some education with 
barriers, learning how to extend, learning how to use their body when asked to gallop faster etc. Like 
with Humans some pick it up amazingly quick and some are slow learners. For some horses they 
might need to do this education 3-4 times and it can take as long as 6 months to get it right. Once 
this occurs they then are again “put away” for another spell to again let them have a break and 
develop further. This can be either at the trainer’s stables or at Salomina lodge depending on the 
horse. These educational preparations will happen a further 2 to 4 times depending on how quickly 
the horse picks things up and on how physically ready the horse is to progress to the next stage. 
 
Step 4: 
Whilst the horse is being educated and spelling once all owners have paid their funds and returned 
the signed forms, we then ask all owners for name suggestions. These are collected and collated and 
then sent back to everyone to vote on. Being a syndicate, the three most popular names are 
submitted and then in their own time the Racing Authority will advise which name we are given. 
 
Step 5: 
Once having mastered what’s expected of them and once mentally and physically, they are ready 
they then are asked to go faster in preparation for a possible barrier trial. When the horses are 
ready, they then are generally given 2 barrier trials and if they do everything right- if they are still 
eating their food and behaving then all going well, they will head off to the races. For some horses 
they can get 1-2 runs before they need a rest and others can get 4-5. Generally, the later in life they 
start racing the bigger and stronger they are and hence the more races they get in a preparation. If 
they are very young sometimes they need to develop more muscle and strengthen and hence they 
might only have 1 run the first preparation and then next preparation they might get 5-6. Each horse 
is different. 
 
As an Owner steps 1 to the end of step 5 can be a frustrating experience as when you buy into the 
horses its human nature that wants to see them run as soon as possible. But you do have to 
remember the more rushed the horses get the more chance of injuries. To give you an idea there are 
over 22,000 horses born each year and on average only 2000 race as a 2yr old – so if you get one to 
race as a two-year-old (even if the pedigree and physically make-up of the horse says it should)- then 
that in itself is very fortunate. You will see the very best of trainers in Australia like Kris Lees, Darren 
Weir, Chris Waller very rarely have large amount of two-year-old racing simple as they know the 
more you push them early the less chance you have of having them around as an older horse. With 
our trainers they basically all give them a chance to race as two-year-old but none of them are 
“pushed” to race and ultimately it will be Mother Nature that decides if they race early or not.  
 
 
What Happens If I get a Slow Horse? 
 
Everyone wants a city class horse but unfortunately that won’t always happen. 
 
We only use trainers that are 100% trustworthy and importantly are honest and know their job 
inside out. If a horse is looking to be below expectations, then the plan will be to firstly give the 
horse a fair chance initially but if the trainer believes the horse “won’t make the grade” then we like 
to on sell the horse as quickly as possible. The great thing of using people you can trust is they will 
tell us quickly what they think of the horse and from here we can act on that advice. If the horse is a 
colt or gelding, then the idea will be to place him either in a trial or a race where he looks as good as 
possible to try and maximise his resale value. If the horse is a filly, they don’t have a huge resale 
value unless they have a huge pedigree so we look to place them where they can win and once they 
reach “their mark” they are on sold. The majority of the horses get on sold via the Inglis Digital 
Platform who runs an eBay like auction every month. 



Unlike the other syndicators who keep slow horses (mainly because they don’t have ownership in 
them – but also due to the fact they are charging as much as $20,000 in management fees) and keep 
moving to different trainers we employ the very best trainers who are prepared to try different 
things and travel the horses. If you look at the statistics of the horses who leave their care and go to 
other trainers then they almost solely never improve. 
 
Our approach to slow horses is unique in the industry but our experience tells us that if you keep 
slow race horses then they will send you broke. We find people get involved in racing for a number 
of reasons but mainly to have fun and if we have a horse getting beaten in the bush then you find 
not many people have much fun seeing this happen- far better to cut the loss quickly rather than 
have a slow drain with something with no upside. If the trainer does advise this is the best course of 
action, we put the advice to the ownership group and we have a vote with 51% vote being the ruling 
decision we will take. 
 
 
 
Costs 
 
Whether you have a fast horse or a slow one they generally all cost the same amount. On average 
you will have the following costs for a 5% share. All charges are sent to you monthly from either:  
 
 
Spelling 
 

• will be on average $50 per month + you have also gotten a farrier, dentist, massage extras 
on top of this if the horse needs it which can range from $5 to $25 extra per month- for a 
5% share 

 
Training  

• When in Full Training you should budget or allow $220 per month on average 

• The horse when it first comes from its paddock rest will go into what is called pre-training 
this is cheaper than full training and it’s something we try and achieve with all our horses. 
During the pre-training stage its all the long slow boring work that a horse needs to do to 
build up a fitness base- it’s very manual intensive but remains cheaper for the owners to do 
it this way. During pre-training you should allow for the budget to be around $100-$150 per 
month for 5% 

 
Ongoing Management Fee 
 

• Monthly fee of $22 per month regardless paid to Australian Bloodstock.  
 
Payment of Fees 
 
Most Service Providers whether it be the trainer, or the farm will send you a Invoice. The 
management fee is a via direct debit, but the large majority of people also get the training and the 
spelling fees also direct debit as via paying this way you will qualify for reward points by the 
Thoroughbred Payments system. 
 
 
 
 
 



What Updates Do I Get? 
 
On average when a horse is in the paddock and growing out there is not much to say or report on 
but on average you will receive updates every 2-3 weeks when out spelling. These updates can be 
voice messages, emails or video and photo content. 
 
When the horse is in training you will get regularly updates from the trainer and then pre-race you 
will be given a speed map and some advice we feel you should do in terms betting. The trainer will 
also provide a pre and post-race update along with Jockey thoughts or comments. 
 
You may receive many more updates, but this is a minimum on what you will receive.  
 
 
What Races Will My Horse Run In? 
 
This is one of the last things we get to learn- as whilst the horse is in training so much must happen 
until the horse gets to a stage ready to race. Generally, though once the horse is fully educated and 
has been tried and tested in its training the trainer will then decide in which direction to take the 
horse. We pay up for all the major races generally as long as the horse is eligible or showing the 
ability to justify spending the money in which we are guided by the trainer. 
 
Often at times the trainer might like the horse, but they feel the horse needs education and hence 
they race it in the bush races to try and teach it something. With the way the Handicapping system 
approach is often times to maximise the horses earning potential trainers will take this approach and 
bring them along slowly and it’s the old maxim ‘It’s not where you start that matters its where you 
finish”. 
 
Winning photos and videos can be purchased from providers depending on the tracks they race a.t 
 
Winning Trophies will be the property of Australian Bloodstock- but replicas can be purchased.   
 
What Happens to My Horse When it Gets Sold or Retires? 
 
Generally, all horses we race will be sold via Public auction unless we receive offers to buy them 
from private buyers. If you need to sell your share, we first offer the share to the ownership group 
and if no buyers then the best way to exit is either give your share to the trainer or the share can be 
sold via unreserved auction via the Inglis Digital Platform. 
 
Generally speaking even successful race fillies and mares all are sold via public auction. 
 
The amount of money being spent on horses retiring and rehoming is amazing, and the horses are 
certainly well looked after but we generally insure all horses are being sent where they will be given 
the very best of care and generally like to see them go to a nice show jumping or eventing person to 
re-educate. 
 
If along the way you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us! 


